
 

Dear  

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen of                                                                                          .  I am a volunteer with 
International House, an internationally minded non-profit organization that supports immigrants in Mecklenburg 
and surrounding counties.  As front-line providers of services and as organizations grounded in their communities, 
charitable nonprofits have a stake in the strength and well-being of the economy, and of governments at all levels, 
and in ensuring that the needs of all of our residents, especially those that have been historically underserved and 
underrepresented, are heard and addressed.  I am writing to express concern about OMB’s attempts to freeze 
federal spending for many vital non-profit agency programs. 

Budget and spending decisions by governments affect all residents and these decisions can have immediate and 
significant consequences for the people we serve and the communities in which we operate.  According to data from 
the US Census Bureau in 2022, there were approximately 180,000 immigrants in Mecklenburg County, the most of 
any county in North Carolina.  On a wider lens, 13.8% of the nation’s residents are foreign-born, more than half of 
whom are naturalized citizens.  Immigrants in the United States pay nearly $525 billion annually in federal, state, and 
local taxes, a vital contribution to revenue.  Immigrants made up 18.1% of the overall labor force in 2022, a sizable 
share that has increased in recent years and continues to increase.  As active participants in our economy, but also 
as human beings, they deserve to be supported by their communities through programs that are now in jeopardy. 

The nonprofit sector not only provides invaluable programs and services that impact the economy but is a 
significant employer, making it a vital part of the economy.  Prior to the pandemic, charitable organizations 
employed more than 12.3 million individuals nationally ($360+k in NC), paid $826 billion in wages, benefits, and 
payroll every year ($19 billion in NC), and spent nearly $2 trillion annually ($56 billion in NC).  Charitable nonprofit 
organizations are integrally involved in the economies of our communities, our state, and the country.  Data 
consistently shows that charitable organizations could perform even more effectively with sufficient financial and 
human resources to meet the needs of our nation’s communities.

International House supports refugees and immigrants in Charlotte in a myriad of ways.  In 2023, 9 out of 10 
participants in our ESL programs maintained or increased their English skills.  974 people engaged in an 
Intercultural Experience at International House through foreign language conversation clubs, book clubs, young 
professional groups and social gatherings.  We helped 101 people obtain their green cards and become active 
working members of our economy.  182 people participated in our Cultural Sensitivity Trainings, providing vital 
information and skills to better support those with limited English proficiency.  International House also employs 21 
individuals, many of whom are immigrants themselves.  We have proudly supported our community for over 40 
years, but we cannot do this work alone.  I ask you to consider such programs as ours that protect every person’s 
dignity, governed by core humanitarian principles and grounded in values of hospitality, compassion, and welcome. 
It is our collective responsibility as Americans. 

I call on you                                                              to please ask Reps. Mike Johnson and Steve Scalise / Senators 
Chuck Grassley and John Thune to advocate for the unconditional reinstatement of all previously allocated 
funding for non-profit programming.  You are also invited anytime to visit International House to see first-hand the 
work we do to support the community.  Your voice means a lot for me and those we serve.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
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